FirsT CONGREGATIONAL

CnurcH M ukwonaco
231 ROBERTBRIVE

MUKWONAGQONMSCONSIN$31491129

ary 2012 ~

~ Febru

IRidge

Wed Thu

1 2 3 4

6:30 Eve. Prayer 9:00-3:00 Leadership

7:00 Trustees Training
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00 Sunday 8:00 Men’s 6:30 Eve. Prayer 7:00 Bible Study
School/Bible Break. 7:00 Deacons
Study 10-12 Yarn 7:00 Quilters
10:00 Worship Missions
1100NT 7:00 Choir
IDiscuss.
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 Sunday 6:30 Scouts 10-12Yarn 7:00 4 Meeting
School/Bible Missions i
Study 6:30 Scouts“
10:00 Worship 7:00 Choir
ICulvers/taser | _____________ 1 _____________L mmmmmmm e
. PastorRick teaching in Olivet Michig | ;
19 20 21 10 —12 Yarn |22 23 24 25
9:00 Sunday Missions 3 —5Just Drive 3—5 Just Drive 3—5 Just Drive 9:00-3:00 Leadership
School/Bible 3— 5 Just Drive 3 -5 JustDrive  |7:00 Ash 7:00 Bible Study ~ [Training
Study 7:00 Missions 6:00 PPNS Wednesday
10:00 Worship 7:00 Choir Service @ Honey

News. Articles Creek
Due

26 27 28 29
9:00 Sunday 3— 5 Just Drive 10—-12 Yarn 3 —5Just Drive
School/Bible 6:30 Scouts Missions 7:00 Lenten
Study 3 —5 Just Drive Service @
10:00 Worship 6:00 CE Board |English Sett.
11:30 Council 7:00 Choir
2:00 Linden




OUR COVENANT CONNECTIONS

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF MUKWONAGO

We seek to be a growing body of Christian believers characterized by a loving, forgiving, accepting community,
modeled after the Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ, where people can grow to their full spiritual potential. We
embrace our mission to provide the spiritual presence of Christianity in the lives of all, by sharing the collective
resources of Jesus Christ and the congregation. Therefore, we covenant with you, O God, and with one another to
walk together in all your ways, as you reveal yourself to us in your blessed word of truth. We work and pray for the
transformation of the world into the Kingdom of God; and look with faith for the triumph of eternal life.

—A Statement of Our Church Covenant

February, 201 2

Pastor Fred preached a sermon last week (catch it on line if you missed it) in which he usedtth#olh
of the old TV rabbiear antennas. He drew the analogy that we Christians need to work at listening to God,
which requires adjustmnts so we can tune in to the voice of the Spirit. It is a great analogy. | am sure that
manyof us have gone through the trouble, in those days of old, to get the station to come in just right
only to find that we really don’t like the program weueatuned into. How frustrating was when our
favorite program was on, we tuned in, only to discover “breaking nesut something we would
have rather not missed our program for. So, what happens when we strive to tune in to God’s ndiees don’tlike what
He is saying? Do we have the choice to push the channel buttons and see if there is somethmigsedseto? Well, no,
not really—at least we cannot do that and still maintain a good relationship with Ggden we begin to listen truly, we
are no longer in control of what we hear. We must decide whether to listen and obey or reject wthas &aying. Can we
decide ahead of time to obey whatever the voice of God says? Do we believe what Jesus saysfd-ivair

Over the next several vaks | will be addressirtgesethemesin my sermonsThe series will bedsed uporthe
scriptures found ira book(Radical Taking Your Faith Back from the America DrdayrDavid Platthat both Pastor Fred
and | read last yeat was sincerely challenddy thebook’sconcepts and have been praying about them since I read it. In
my messages,will be asking us to consider if we take the words of Jesus seriously. | will call us to exartires@nd
see if we are following Jesus or the American Drdaill challenge us to abandon our selves to follow Jesus and his
mission on earth.

Honestly, when | first reaBadical considered trying to find the money to purchase copies for every household in
the church. | obviously have not done that. The mgesaf the book (not to mentiothe message alesus) can be
offensive—especially when it challenges us to the root of our belragm both excited and a little frightened by us all tuning
in to the voice of th&God | know that not everyone embraces the ssage of the Lord. Jesus had many turn away from
him during his years on earth. | don’t want that for anyone in our fellowship. Yet | have tohtangsod is in control and
loves you all even more than | do. He wants all obreuery fiber of your beingSo | am offering this seriesa perfect
companion to our Lenten journey (even starting a little early). Please pray that we all can,tbearirand obey.

With a little fear and trepidation; and with all my love and blessings, Pastor Rick
Oh yeah| was encouraged by one of our members to get a few copies of the book. They will be available qmwesakis
for folks to “check out” for a brief period of timeé/ou may want to get a copy of your own too. They are under $15.
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Elected Church Officers (plus Staff)

Moderator - Joanne Himebauch ..................... 363-8144
Moderator Elect - Bob Brandemuehl .............. 662-3436
Past Moderator - Jean Brocker.............c......... 470-9949
Member at Large - Becky Young .................. 968-5268
Financial Secretary - Linda Garasimowicz......363-7549

Assistant Treasurer - Janice Beilfuss ............. 662-3104
Church Clerk - Kay Rowntree...........cccccvvvennn. 534-5168
Christian Education

Kristin SOt .....viieiici e 363-2118
Joanne Himebauch..........cccccoevviiiiiiiiincieeeen, 363-8144
BONNIE GEISEr....cuiiviiiiiie e 363-7519
BeCKY YOUNQ ...ovvviiiiiieiiiiieiiii e 646-5278
Deacons

KarenN JONES ......coviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 363-2538
Gary Himebauch...........ccccooo 363-8144
Dennis Dable.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiie 363-7724
Janing ColeY........oouuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 363-4627
Beth Petersen........coooeiviiiiiiiiiiee 662-4322
Trustees

Carl Syburg ......ccooevvieiii 968-2474
JiMm Schuett ... 414-257-1860
David JONES.....cccuiiiiiiiiei et 363-2538
Ryan Venema...........occooiieiiiiiiiinciiceeeee 749-8380
David BeilfuSS .....ccoviiiiiiiiiiccec e 363-3170
Staff

Custodians — Kathy & Jerry Waschow ........... 363-8375

Organist/Choir Director - Marni Wiggins.......... 363-0737
Office Admin./Bookkeeper - Judi Weyer......... 363-7249

Umhcoombiond]
EvEenis
Feb. 4 Leadership Training
Feb. 5 NT Discussion
Feb. 7 Men’s Breakfast
Feb. 12 Culver’s / Laser Tag Outing
Feb 13-15 Pastor Rick teaching Olivet, Ml
Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday (Lent Begins)
Service @ Honey Creek
Feb. 25 Leadership Training
Feb. 26 Fair Share Collection/Linden Service
Feb 29 Lent Service English Settlement
March 4  Scout Charter Sunday/NT Discussions
March 6  Men’s Breakfast
March 7  Lenten Service, Mukwonago

NT
Discussion

We will gather in the Koeffler Hall
during front porch to ask and answer
guestions about our New Testament
Readings. Typically on the first
Sunday of the month, but watch
for dates.
More times will be added as the
need/desire arises!

S

Keep praying for all undergoing
this adventure!

February 5; March 4; and April 1
Mark them on your calendar!

______________________ .
I . .
1 2012 Linden Ridge Services !
|

|
: o+ttt !
1 February 26; March 11; :
: April 22; May 27; June 24 I
| +++++++++ I
| 2:00 - 2:45 pm !
|

|
I Contact Pastor Rick if you would like |
I to be the liturgist; offer special music; !
: or help in another way —Thanks! I

|
|

Write to Steven Jones to encourage
him on his journey at the Challenge
Academy:

Cadet Steven A Jones
Wisconsin Challenge Academy
749 East 12th Avenue

Fort McCoy, WI 546565248

Newsletter Articledor the March edition of
“Our Covenantonnections” are due in the
office byFeb. 2%,




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OFFERING

February 28 will be the “Fair Share” offering Sunday. Those who

wish to contribute towards the National Association’s Shared
Ministry Fund can do so on this dayheTsuggested amount set

by the Executive Committee of the NA is $13 per active member.

FCC is encouraging people to give as they feeHedich may be
more or less than the suggested amount. (Please note your
contribution on your offering envelope. Thapau!

{ tewardsnip Report
Rttendanee Stewardship R
Sunday Total 2011

1/1 35 Offerings  $101,714.53
1/8 56 Expenses ($108,729.51)
1/15 44 Over (Short) ($7,014.98)
1/22 44

Snack Pack Program

Dear FCC family,

Once again the church gave approval to
continue the Snack Pack program for the 2011- 2102
school year. Currently, we have 10 families that receive a
backpack full of food each weekend. | would like to remind
you that if you are interested in helping pack the
backpacks, the sign-up sheet is in the Narthex on the table.
Usually, the backpacks are filled on Tuesdays, but they
need to be done by Thursdays. If you are interested in
purchasing food for the backpacks, the shopping cards can
also be found on the table in the Narthex. Please pay
attention to the date on the card as to when the items need
to be at church. Please bring your items to the room (old
Sunday school office) to the left of the elevator on the lower
level of the church. If you would rather donate money so
that someone else can do the shopping, please let one of
the Deacons know. If you have any further questions,
please contact a Deacon.
Blessings,

Gary Himebauch, Chair of Deacons

February Birthdays

Karla Hartley.............cccoeeeiiennnnnn. 2/1
Carolyn Connelly...........ccc..cceee... 2/4
Kathy Waschow......................... 2/6
Bev Webber..........cccoooiiinnn. 2/6
Ken Cutl.....coooeeiiiiiiiiiieeeen 2/8
Wayne Mitchell........................... 2/8
Janet Syburg..........ccceeiiiiiinnns 2/9
Dorothy Harmann..................... 2/10
Dorothy Schrader...................... 2/11
Angela Schuett.............cccoeeee 2/18
Glenn Kreinus........c.occeveiveeennnn. 2/19
Doris Rudolph........ccccocoevvis 2/20
Connie Mitchell......................... 2/20
Jean Brocker..........ccocceuvevieennnn. 2/23
Tom Rowntree..........cccoceeunen. 2/27

February Wedding Anniversaries

Dave & Crickett Wolf.................. 2/5
Jean Brocker & Bernie Fraser...2/12
Greg & Linda Garasimowicz.....2/14

Warren & Marcia Kufalk............. 2/14
Robert & Carol Bartholomew.....2/23
Tom & Kay Rowntree............... 2127

If you would like your birthday or
wedding anniversary to be included
here, please drop a note to the office.
Thanks!

We Pray for Birthdays and Anniversaries
each Wednesday Night at Evening Prayer

% 5@%» = Sunda ~ =
~y = y School ~ Nursery =

Sunday Refreshments Greeter Ushers Liturgist 9 am Sunday School 10 am Nursery

Feb. 5 Rappdd Jan & Dave B.| Group4 Ryan V. Kristin S. Missy M.

Feb. 12 Jean & Bernie | Jean & Bernie| Group 1 Gary H. Becky Y. Janine C.

Feb. 19 | Jamie & Doris |Becky Y. & S.S| Group 2 Glenn K. Becky Y.

Feb. 26 Becky Young |Bonnie & Carl G. Group 3 Becky VY. Kay R.




Message from the Moderator

Love
By Joanne Himebauch

February is the month of Valentine’s Day and there is always lots of talk
about love during this time of the year.

“Love, love, love, love, love! It's all about love, love, love, love, love! “

Yes, these are the lyrics from a song, but it is not a hippy love song from the 60’s

as you might have guessed. Rather, it is current music by Christian artist,
Steven Curtis Chapman. Of course, most radio stations play lots of love songs,

but the idea from the Christian perspective is different.

| looked in my Bible today and discovered that there are 138 references to
love according to t he Dictionary / Concordance in the NIV version of the Life
Application Study Bible. Love was referenced more than any other word or
topic! Not so amazing when you look in Matthew 22:35 -39. Jesus was asked by
a Pharisee to tell him which is the greatest commandment in the law. He
replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and th e Prophets
hang on these two commandments.

The commandment is clear: Love God and everyone around you! Not just
those who are easy to love, but everyone! Not just when your kids behave, but all
the time. Not just when your spouse is being sweet and k ind to you, but all the
time. Not just the people you like, but even the ones it is difficult to love. So how
can you accomplish this? Even when it is not so easy to do? Prayer can help.
Studying God’s Word can help. The more time you spend in prayer and Biblical
study, the more you will WANT to do as Jesus commands!

reading

Reading Schedule

Week Day1l Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
ﬁh?@@@h Jan. 29 Mark 6 1John 4 1Cor. 7 1Cor. 8 open
Feb.5 Mark7 1John5 1Cor.9 1Cor. 10 open
ﬁ[h] Feb. 12 Mark 8 John 11 1Cor. 11 1Cor. 12 1Qr. 13
@ E@@W Feb. 19 Mark 9 Matt. 9 Matt. 24 John 13 1Cor. 14
Feb. 26 Mark 10 John 14 Rom. 1 Rom. 2 Rom. 3

ment Mar.4 Mark 11 John 15 Rom. 4 Rom. 5 Rom. 6



A Word a bout Missions

Some years ago | read a book about inwardly versus outwardly focused churches. It was very

. illuminating. Inwardly facing churches are often ones with challenges — too few members — budget shortfalls —

! friction between the congregation and the pastor or deep splits within the congregation. Congregations

struggling with such problems or opportunities direct their energies and prayers toward their own needs and

- opportunities. However as they master their problems and realize their hopes for the future, a stable and settled

- congregation needs to turn its gaze, its prayers, and its treasure and talent to the world outside.

; We seem to be well settled at FCC. For the most part, we covered our expenses in 2011. We have been
provided the financial and legal means to address the curb and water assessment that seemed like an

i impossible challenge a few months ago and we have been able to make some much needed capital

- improvements to the building. We have been blessed with a wonderful Pastor in Rick and a congregation that

. hot only loves him but loves one another. The Lord, working through the willing hearts and hands of our
congregation has provided for our needs.

1 Jesus states in Luke’s Gospel “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded;

- and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” It has also been said the

. best way to cherish a gift is to pass it on. We have been given much at FCC and have much to be thankful for.

I But our Lord expects us to give in measure at least equal to what has been provided. Perhaps the time has
come us to focus on the needs outside our walls and rise to the challenge that Jesus issued 2000 years ago.

* This is not to say we don’t do a lot now — we do. This is a good hearted and generous congregation but enormity

. and variety of the needs always leave room for more service work.

! There are many needs outside the walls of our churches — famine — poverty — disease — homelessness —
the recovery from natural disaster and many others. The way that that charities address these needs are as

. varied — volunteering at kitchens — bundling relief packages — walks and runs to raise money to building homes

- for Habitat. There are endless needs and endless ways to address them. The solutions require not only checks

. but a personal commitment — willing hands and hearts. We have to become personally involved and give of our
time and talent — not only our treasure.

; Our Missions Committee and members do great work. We are charitable and kind and one of things that

+ impressed me about FCC is how active we are and how often come together in service. But | am acutely aware

. that | can do far more for others than |1 do now. However, | don't always know where the opportunities lie.

I was wondering if we all would be willing to take on the task of not only proposing service work we can

1 do as a church but also letting our members know about other opportunities there are to serve those in need. |

* am sure we get a lot of requests and notices. Perhaps we can find a way to post or publicize them. | know some

. of our members are helping a church pack relief supplies for Haiti. Others are showing movies over at Linden

! Ridge. Some have helped with Meals-on-Wheels or at the food pantry. Some of us are participating in a walk /

run to raise money for cancer research. I'd love to join with a group doing a Habitat home. It would be nice to

- see a list of the service projects in our area. We may not be able to do them all as a whole church body, but we

- may want to tackle some of these as individuals or in small groups. These projects are fun — they offer a chance

. for fellowship and further the Lord’s mission in the community. So, perhaps as you hear about opportunities you

can let the Missions Committee know and they can organize the information for us? Pastor Rick says there may

. be a bulletin board waiting for such information! We could then just post those opportunities for everyone to see.

- | invite you to pray about our awareness of the opportunities all around us! Get involved and share what you are

. doing with what you have been given!

Blessings, |
Pastor Fred :
2012 Lenten Schedule

Ash Wed 2/22  Honey Creek The Need to Be Repentant
Lent 2 2/29 English Settlement  The Need to Be Compassionate to the Poor and the Least
Lent 3 3/7 Mukwonago The Need to Love Others as Christ Loves Us
Lent4 3/14 Rochester The Need to Find & Assume Your Place in the Body of Christ
Lent5 3/21 Honey Creek The Need to Receive the Truth
Lent 6 3/28 English Settlement ~ The Need to Seek Out the Will of God for your life
Mndy-Thurs. 4/5 Mukwonago The Need to Put Christ First in Your Life
Good Friday 4/6 Rochester The Need to Be Forgiving

Plus Weekly Sunday services at 10:00-a®unday School at 9:00 am




An actual
<v:] White-
Elephant
Gift!

White Elephant
Christmas Party



/ News from the MISSIONS COMMITTEE \

OODLES OF NOODLES is back in 2012. We will be taking up a collection of "noodles" type foods

again for the Mukwonago Food Pantry for the Month of February. Any kind of pasta and Mac N
Cheese is what we are focusing on this year HOWEVER you may bring any type of canned or

boxed sauce, pastas, noodles or Chef Boyardee-type products. Missions Committee nor

Mukwonago Food Pantry are particular. THANK YOU, in advance, for your generous donations.
Qlease find a bin and sign in the Narthex. /

Myanmar 2012 Graduation & 2011 Christmas Celebration

Laser Tag Adventu
We will be headed over to play laser tag after church on FebrudtyWith a quick stop at our Mukwonaggulvers for
lunch, we will engage in the fun at Lasertag Adven{t8414 Dolphin Dr, Waukesha).

Lasertag is a fun, tearbased game of skill appropriate for players from 6 years of age oiYap.can think of it as
hightech flashlight tag or paintballithout the pain and messln the standard game, players are challenged to make th
most"tags” on the other team.The team with thanost amount of'tags" wins! Each game takes 15 minutes including
some time for an explanation of the game, dividing itdams and equipping yourself with Lasergpr. Actual playing
time is 1012 minutes.

Each team member is equipped with a vest and a phatke. vest covers both sides of the player's body and is
equipped with sensors on the front, back and shoulddisese sensors are highly sensitive and pick up the laser beams
when they are hit.Each player is also equipped with a phaskne phaseemitsa beam of light that can be used to aim at
other players.When the beam of light hits another player, thegdome "tagged" and become inoperative for a set amount
of time. Being taggedauses no pain. It's all furfter being tagged, the player may still move but may not fire their

phaser. After the set amount of time, the player's vest is then eated, and they may

resume playThe lasertag arena &highly interactive play aredt's full of fun effects including
fog, black lights, muHievels, and creative decorationgvery arena is different, but Lasertag
Adwenture's will host up to 4@layers at one timeThe arena has approximately 7500 sq feet of
multi-level playing areanaking the largest lasertag arena in Wisconsin.

19%

We hope you can join us for the fun!




